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Abstract:

Fishing is one of the oldest methods that people know throughout the history to get their
food. Moreover, it’s considered part of their daily life routine to get food and to survive.
Fishing played an important role in the Roman era for several reasons: Beginning with small
fishermen who were dependent on fishing for the support of their small families or through
rich fish merchants who controlled the fish trade, all of this is linked in one way or another to
the Roman economy. Thus, Romans were keen to encourage Fishing and were concerned for
fishermen. Furthermore, the government used to provide them with some privileges and work
to manage the fishermen's affairs. Moreover, some facilities were granted to paying taxes.

The sea occupied a special place among the people of the African coast, where the sea was
considered a source of good, so many mosaic pieces depicted fishing, especially the
Mediterranean Sea in the Roman era was a connection point not a separation, which the
Romans called “our sea”. The mosaics helped to know the types of ships as well as the fishing
techniques used at that time, and the types of fish that were caught in the Mediterranean Sea,
so the Roman mosaic, especially in North Africa, is considered a second source for
documenting fishing, fishing tools and methods, types of vessels. Besides literary sources.
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